
Culture and commerce combine as market stalls get busy
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D
ong Jing Meng Hua Lu (东京梦华
录),” a memoir of the 12th-cen-
tury capital Kaifeng, provides 
a lively picture of nightlife 

in the biggest city of the world at that 
time. 

It includes this description: “Street stalls 
sell various tasty food at the south of the 
Zhouqiao Bridge where there are also nu-
merous performances and activities at 
night.” 

The night fair in the Northern Song Dy-
nasty (960-1127) was a fascinating place.

There is also a Zhouqiao Bridge in Jiad-
ing under the Fahua Pagoda which is also 
called Denglong Bridge.

Zhouqiao Bridge and its surrounding 
areas have been the most prosperous lo-
cations in Jiading since ancient times. The 
night fair here is especially busy and full 
of people.

Jiading Museum partnered with the 
Zhouqiao scenic area to launch a “Night at 
the Museum” activity earlier this month 
with local residents taking part in tradi-
tional clothing.

The Zhouqiao Bridge night fair made 
every participant feel as if they were back 
in ancient times. With its hanging lanterns 
and colored ribbons, the night fair which 
began at 7pm featured traditional snacks, 
games and handicrafts and was full of 
visitors at traditional makeup and dress 
stalls.

“Next, we will make better use of Ji-
ading Confucius Temple, Fahua Pagoda, 
Zhouqiao Old Street and other ancient and 
modern places to do some promotions, 
combine more local intangible cultural 
heritage with traditional culture courses, 
and make traditional culture live again,” 
said Zhu Yunxian, deputy director of Jiad-
ing Museum.

Barbecue, beer, street stalls, outdoor 
concerts and late night restaurants formed 
a sleepless Xiyun Tower, another “Bund” 
in the north of the city, after Shanghai 
launched its Double Six Nightlife Festival.

Heading east along Hongde Road in Jiad-
ing New Town, Xiyun Tower is next to the 
intersection with Yumin Road S. 

A cluster of traditional Shanghai archi-
tecture featuring shikumen (stone-gate) 
buildings, narrow lanes and flagstone 
paths and yards rises in front of visitors.

A creek passes beneath the complex to 
form the view of a watertown of the lower 
reaches of Yangtze River together with 
boats and bridges.

Visitors enjoy food and drinks here 
on Saturday night. Xiyun Tower is like 
elsewhere in Shanghai holding nighttime 
activities and weekend night fairs.

Chen Yeming, owner of a hotpot restau-
rant, said business on a recent Saturday 
was even better than before. 

“The turnover is about one and half 
times the same period a year ago,” said 
Chen.

In addition to meeting the demand for 
food, drink and entertainment, the Xiyun 
Tower night fair adds many cultural 
elements. 

According to Jiang Lizhou, project man-
ager of the Xiyun Tower business zone, 
night fair culture is the key to build a 
“night economy” with both Shanghai-style 
characteristics and vitality.

“Xiyun Tower itself is an open business 
zone with the characteristics of Shang-
hai-style culture. We hope to promote the 

“

nightlife of Shanghai style through the 
implementation of local culture elements,” 
Jiang said. 

Street artists, popular bands, jazz con-
certs and various pop-up performances 
are being held across the commercial 
complex.

In Jiang’s opinion, what is sold in the 
night fair are not only products, but also 
the creativity of life. 

Xiang Lingling’s flower shop in Xiyun 
Tower provides customized services of 
high-end flower arrangements.

Xiang attends the night fair and gets 
to know more flower lovers. She said the 
night fair is more down-to-earth for young-
er customers. 

Shanghai’s urban management and law 
enforcement authorities have given the 
green light to street stalls to support the 
city’s economy.

Their return is expected to help in-
crease people’s incomes and revive local 
economies hampered by the COVID-19 
outbreak.

Residents’ lives were always accompa-
nied by a commercial element in the past. 
Some old streets in Jiading were full of all 
sorts of peddlers’ cries, but that is now 
long gone.

The most popular cries were always 
related to snacks, such as spiced olives, 
sugar-fried almonds, spiced beans, sweet 
red bean soup and wonton soup.

Craftsmen would also cry out to promote 
their skills and offer to repair crisscross 
cushions, woks and bowls or sharpen 
knives and scissors.

Today, the authorities support business-
es to operate street stalls and manage the 
opening times and scope of such stalls.

The revival is part of the city’s ambi-
tion to become an international shopping 
destination. The city aims to develop a 
prosperous nightlife economy between 
7pm and 6am.

Shopping complexes are being encour-
aged to extend business hours, while 
staging dramas, concerts, fashion shows 
and esports games to attract customers. 
Museums, art galleries and bookstores will 
also open overnight at weekends. All photos by Li Huacheng
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